BELIZE MISSION TRIP
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Transportation:                                                                     

Delta, American Airlines and several other airlines run flights direct from the USA to Belize International Airport. Check with your travel agent for prices, but be prepared for the price to vary with fuel prices. 

There are two ways to get from the International Airport to San Pedro. 

· By water: Several water taxi companies ply the waters between Belize City and the mainland. The prices and schedules vary, but at the time of writing the price per person is $27.50 for a return trip ticket.  The water taxi trip takes about an hour and a half.  Last water taxi leaves at 5:30pm. 

You will need to take a taxi from the Airport to one of the water taxi terminals. (This takes about 30min).  We recommend you pre-arrange this by booking the very reliable Mr Phil Elliott through philstours@hotmail.com (cc me).  He charges just $8 per person, and has busses to cope with large groups and their associated luggage. 

Although there will be various taxi’s waiting, I do not recommend splitting your group across various cars or vans with drivers you do not know.  If you do, make sure at least one person in each taxi has a cell phone that works in Belize and you can reach them on. 
· By Air:  You can fly direct from Belize International Airport to San Pedro - cost around $70US one way or $125 round trip and takes 15 minutes.   Check out the current schedule and prices on the Web www.mayaregional.com. The last flight to San Pedro departs at 5:30pm so groups can arrive in San Pedro on the same day they fly into Belize. If you choose to fly, you will need to pay a local departure fee of 75c US per person per flight. Exact change is useful, so start saving those quarters. 

Tip: If you don’t mind taking a taxi ride with Phil from the International Airport to the Municipal Airport in town, you can save a fortune on airfares – they reduce to $40 US one way and $72 return.  Totally up to you if it is worth the saving to add another complication to the journey. 
Worth Knowing: Many groups choose to take the water taxi to San Pedro and then fly back - the best of both worlds and you don’t need to get on the 7am water taxi for your midday flight - smile. Both options take you to the centre of San Pedro with easy access to the following hotels.  Most groups hire taxis (readily available at a cost of $3-5US per person) in order to easily transfer luggage.  

Meals:
 There are lots of wonderful places to eat in San Pedro.  Prices vary greatly from inexpensive sub shops and pizza parlors (they deliver!) to very expensive.  
Breakfast: Check with your hotel about breakfast, as some include this in the room rate, or will provide a caterer for teams over a certain size. For teams wanting an early start, a large, tasty breakfast is available at the school cafeteria for $8 per person.

Lunch: A large, filling lunch is also available at the school cafeteria for $12 per person, or you can discuss options for having something delivered. 

Dinner: There are abundant options for dinner, ranging from local street food to fine restaurant cuisine – whatever your taste and budget you can find a place to suit. I’m happy to email a list of restaurants our previous teams have used and recommend. Most teams budget $12 - $25 per person for evening meals

Deserts: By far the best desert is the $2.50 homemade ice cream at DandE’s on middle street next to Coramba’s. Many a volunteer has come back craving this icecream, and who can blame them. Try the soursop for something adventurous. 

Tips: are always appreciated. 10% is usual, 15 – 20% for something special. Do check your bill, as many places will automatically add a 10-15% tip for groups over a certain size. 
Worth Knowing: 

· Vegetarian food is available, but there is not a lot of variety. 
· If possible, avoid splitting the bill too many ways, as it really slows things down. Many groups put aside a certain amount of cash for each night, and members can order whatever they like up to the value of X dollars. 
· Some restaurants will do a limited buffet for groups. 
· Be prepared that not all your food will come out at once – inevitably someone will be last, and it may be a full 5 – 10 min after the person who came first. Your large group can easily overwhelm a small kitchen, so be patient. A fun way to remove the frustration is to offer a free ice cream to the person who is served last each day. 

Sightseeing Options:
There are many opportunities for wonderful water activities in Belize – Mayan ruins, natural features, bird watching, snorkelling, diving, wind surfing, fishing, etc. 
San Pedro is the perfect base for any sea based activities. The most popular options include:

· Half day snorkelling tours. There are many snorkel spots, but by far the most famous is Hol Chan and Shark Ray Ally, always done as a combined trip. Depending on your group size and preference, you can do this in just a couple of hours by speedboat, or you can relax and take out a catamaran and do it in style. 

· Full day options. Full day tours give you the option to go further afield, and do more, see more and relax more. You can take speedboats and explore unspoilt reefs to the north while enjoying a beach BBQ, or take a spacious catamaran and enjoy a more leisurely pace. Some charter options allow your qualified scuba divers to dive for the same price and at the same time as your snorkelers. 

· Seeing Mayan ruins is a great way to get a sense of the rich history of this country. All the ruins are on the mainland, but are still accessible from the island (though they cost a bit more). To make the most of these ruins, consider an overnight stop in Belize City. 

Where possible, please book all tours through the school. Not only do I know the best guides, I can get you some great rates. Plus, every tour you book through the school earns the school a valuable commission, which in turn helps us to keep operating. 
I hope this information helps you plan a great trip. If you have any information, please do not hesitate to contact me on volunteerbelize@gmail.com or 011-501-653-1032 (cell). 
Lydia Brown, Volunteer Coordinator

