
Accommodations
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This document gives a brief introduction to the hotels commonly used by volunteers at Holy Cross School. They range from very simple, low cost accommodation to 5 star luxury resorts. The map on this page gives you an idea of the proximity to the school (but it’s scale is not completely accurate). 

The most popular hotels are:

· Hotel Del Rio

· Blue Tang Inn

· Conch Shell Inn

· Paradise Villas

Important: You can get a discount, and the school can earn commission if you book your hotel through the school. This income is VERY important for the school, so please book though us if at all possible. 

Here’s what you need to do:

1) Review the hotels below to get an idea of your accommodation budget. Go to the websites listed to get more information, including the exact rates for the season you are coming. Note that most sites to not include the 9% room tax and variable service charge. Discounts range from 5-15%.  TripAdvisor has reviews on many of these hotels. 

2) When you are ready to book, contact me (volunteerbelize@gmail.com) with the number of people you are bringing and your preferred hotel (and any second preferred hotels in case there is a problem with booking). Most hotels want a 50% deposit at the time of booking. No-one will hold rooms without the deposit and rooms book fast so book as early as you can. Most places will refund most if not all of your deposit if plans change. 

3) I’ll make the initial booking; you confirm the details then pay the hotel direct when you’re happy with the arrangements. Easy!

Thank you very much!

Lydia Brown

Volunteer Coordinator. 
Ak’Bol Yoga Retreat 

www.akbol.com
[image: image4.jpg]


This retreat is the ideal choice for a team wanting to get away from the noise and distraction of town. The resort is built to accommodate groups of up to 60 people in their comfortable, simple rooms. The rooms each have two single beds, secure storage space, fans, great view and breeze. There is a large communal bathroom, with enough showers and toilets to get everyone through quickly. An onsite bar/restaurant provides very tasty and affordable meals and swimming is easy in either the fresh water pool or off the dock. There are several spaces to meet as a group around the resort. 

Bicycles can be hired nearby, turning the 30 minute walk into a very pleasant 5 minute bike ride and allowing easy access to town.

Very nice cabins are also available for group leaders, though they are several hundred yards away from the other rooms. 

Honest opinion: Great value and the best low cost option for getting away from town. The pool is really good. I’d really recommend hiring bikes as the walk, while pleasant, can be a bit long at the end of the day. Although it’s labeled as a yoga retreat, there is no eastern symbols or artwork to be seen. No cooking facilities, but well priced meals are available onsite. A few other restaurants are close by, but it is a long walk to town. 

Allow 30-35 min to walk to the school. Another 15 min to get to town. 

From $50 per room 


Banana Beach Resort

www.bananabeach.com
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Banana Beach Resort is a full service beachfront resort, known for its reputation as a 3-star resort with 5-star staff and service, with accommodations ranging from standard hotel rooms to four-bedroom suites with living rooms, and full kitchens. Their generous staff are more than than happy to assist your day-to-day needs, including door-to-door service to and from the San Pedro airport. With a private beach, 2 freshwater pools, and generous staff, Banana Beach Resort a great choice for individuals or groups. The resort has varying accommodations, from standard hotel rooms to four-bedroom Deluxe Ocean Front Suites with living room areas, and full kitchens
Honest Opinion: While you’ll want to hire a golf cart or use taxi’s to get to and from the school, being that bit further out of town lets you get some great value for your dollar. 

From $85 per night. Discounts for 4 nights or longer. 
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The Blue Dolphin 

www.bluedolphinbelize.com
This awesome 5 bedroom private house sits on a beautifully landscaped, very private 1.7 acre estate with a wonderfully secluded fresh water pool and includes an almost private white sand beach with a pier that’s wonderful for snorkeling and fishing from. There are 3 kayaks to paddle to the beach to have own snorkeling adventures. The property reaches back to a pristine, wildlife filled, mangrove lagoon with another pier for fishing or to launch our canoe or row boat from for touring and exploring.
A cook is available, making great quality meals easy and affordable. 
Ammenities include airconditioning, private laundry, wireless internet. Cable TV, DVD, VCR (lots of movies), CD stereo and iPod speaker system. All rooms have wonderfully comfortable tempurpedic beds.  
If you’re wanting some extra room, the 2 bedroom “Lil” Dolphin with its own full kitchen (including microwave, coffee pot, blender, toaster and trash compactor), living room, dining area for 6 and full luxurious bath is available for an additional $249 per night. 
Honest opinion: This is a wonderful, relaxing place to stay and for groups it’s wonderful to have the privacy and to be away from the distractions of town. Too far north to walk easily to town and school, but daily transport to the school is easily arranged. The owners are the dentists who set up the school dental lab and are wonderful supporters of the school. 

From $700 per night, weekly discount available. 
The Blue Tang Inn

www.bluetanginn.com
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This is a lovely hotel on the beach with a small swimming pool and a peaceful shaded garden.  
Rooms are spacious and include AC, TV, private bathrooms, ceiling fans and wifi internet.  Breakfast is included in the room rate, and laundry is available on request. Two grocery stores are close by. 

Noise levels are generally ok, but one nearby bar occasionally does a party night which can get loud until about midnight. 

Honest opinion: I love the Blue Tang as the gardens make it feel secluded and the pool is great to relax. There are spaces to gather as a group. The kitchens are well equipped. Be aware the bedrooms are in the main living area. 

Allow 10-15 minutes to walk to the school.  

From $99 per room. 

Casa Arena
No website is available
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Casa Arena is like a home away from home. The newly decorated condos have two bedroom with king beds, as well as an open plan kitchen with dining and lounging space. Each of the two units is perfect for 1 or 2 couples, but is too small for larger groups.

The property has a pool, outdoor seating and a sheltered BBQ area. 

Honest opinion: A home away from home. The pool is not particularly private as only separated from the beach by a fence. Very handy to the school. 

Allow 10 min to walk to the school. 

Unit costs $200 per night. 
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The Conch Shell Inn
www.ambergriscaye.com/conchshell/
One of my favorites, the Conch Shell is recently refurbished and located in the heart of San Pedro.  It has ten rooms - all right on the beach.  
Each room has one double and one single bed.  All rooms have cable TV, tempurpedic beds, refrigerator, free wireless internet, private bath, floor and ceiling fans. Air conditioning is available for a small additional fee.  
Upper rooms offer additional kitchenette and fantastic reef views.  

Very handy to everything. 

Honest opinion:  A great place at a good price and works well for small to large groups.  Go for the upper rooms if you can – the verandah is wonderful for relaxing on and being a bit higher gets you a nice breeze. Handy to everything without suffering from night time noise. 

Allow 15-20 minutes to walk to the school. 

From $64 per room. Discounts are available for 5 nights or longer. 

Exotic Caye Beach Resort
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www.belizeisfun.com
Each condo comes in this beachfront resort comes complete with a full kitchenette, dining room and lounge area, air-conditioning in the bedroom, ceiling fans, cable TV, and wireless high speed internet. 
The resort has a freshwater pool on site, a full service restaurant, café, adventure centre, and beach bar. Close to supermarkets. Guests at Exotic Caye have complimentary use of the nearby air- conditioned fitness centre, which comes complete with pool, tennis courts and gym. Conference room & meeting room facilities are available.
Honest Opinion: A very nice place to stay with all the amenities you’d expect of a resort. Bedrooms are separate from living areas, which is a nice feature. Although teams can and do manage the walk, it’s much nicer to take a cab, golf cart or bicycle.. 

Allow 45 – 55 min to walk to the school. 

 From $150 per condo. 
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Grand Caribe
www.grandcaribebelize.com. 

Grand Caribe Belize is a beautiful, modern, seaside resort located on the serene north end of Ambergris Caye about 2 miles north of school. There are 72 units, each with extraordinary panoramic ocean views. Each one, two or three bedroom condominium is beautifully appointed and spacious with fully equipped kitchens. Enjoy Grand Caribe’s three pools, including the largest pool in Belize.  The onsite restaurant bar and grill is great for meals.  

Honest opinion: Very luxurious and peaceful. This is where the diplomats come to stay – you will not be disappointed. Hire a golf cart or bicycles to get to the school as in the heat and with the roads, 2 miles is just too far to walk.

Allow 15 min by golf cart to get to the school.  

From $280 per night. Weekly rates available. 

The Holiday Hotel

www.sanpedroholiday.com
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This hotel is located in the heart of San Pedro Town, right on the beach. Fantastic access to local shops, restaurants, tours and town atmosphere.  

All rooms are air-conditioned and have ocean views. They are very comfortable and clean, and wireless internet is available from the lobby.  

There is one apartment, offering a kitchenette, should your group wish to cook their own meals. 

Honest Opinion: Great location with plenty of room for larger groups. Although not yet discovered my many groups, those who use it go back year after year. 

Allow 20 – 25 minutes to walk to the school.

From $80 per room. 

Hotel Del Rio
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www.ambergriscaye.com/hoteldelrio/
Hotel Del Rio is the closest to school and has a wonderful island feel.  The rooms are all done in traditional island style, with thatched roofs and natural wood walls. They are right on the beachfront, and have a pier for swimming. They have three large open plan rooms with cooking facilities and 4-5 beds, as well as rooms with one bed for group leaders/ couples.  
Most rooms are fan only, but the high thatched roofs keep the rooms naturally cool. Air-conditioned rooms are also available.
Honest Opinion: A great hotel at a good price. It’s convenient to be so close to the school and the lack of an onsite bar is a plus or a minus depending on your opinion. You’ll need to take a 10-20 min walk to get to restaurants in the evening. Plan to either pack your own breakfasts or have breakfasts prepared for you at the school as there’s not much available locally. 

From $55 per room.  Book early for the best rooms!
The Tides

The Tides went out of business. We’re really hoping they reopen again – we miss them!

Paradise Villas
www.nelliesproperty.com
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These are beautiful condos close to town. Each condo is fully self - contained with a kitchen, sitting area, TV, and bathroom. They have 2, 3 and 4 room condos, with ocean or garden views.  
The condos are situated in beautiful grounds with pretty gardens and a great swimming pool. Close to supermarkets and restaurants. 
Honest Opinion: Although the complex has beachfront access, most units are not on the beach. But I actually like that as the grounds are gated and you can get away from the hustle. Having a pool is very good on the hot days! The best rates in town if you’re staying a month or more. 

Allow 10-15 minutes to walk to the school. 

From $150 per condo. Great monthly rates available. 

The Phoenix
www.thephoenixbelize.com
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The phoenix is a wonderfully modern beachfront resort close to the heart of San Pedro Town. With 30 units there is space for the largest groups. Each unit is spacious with a private verandah, full kitchen, separate well appointed bedrooms, full lounge with flatscreen TV, wifi. Bathrooms are luxurious, with the master suite including a Jacuzzi tub. 

Honest opinion: This gets my vote for the best luxury accommodation. Beautiful condo’s, great pool, quiet yet central, handy to everything and did I mention the superb views?

Allow 15-20 minutes to walk to the school. 

From $295 per unit. 

Ruby’s Guest House
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Situated right on the beach in the heart of town, Ruby’s offers simple, clean rooms and an affordable price. Rooms have one or two beds each. Most rooms are fan cooled with a private bathroom, though a few air-conditioned rooms are available.

Ruby’s has some big deck areas that are great for group meetings and catch cool breezes with great ocean views.

They are very handy to all the local restaurants and amenities and the attached Ruby’s Café is one of the better places for a simple breakfast. 

Find out more online at www.ambergriscaye.com/rubys/
Honest opinion: It’s clean, simple and safe. It can sometimes be noisy around the hotel, especially on Friday and Saturday nights. While you might love it, you may also prefer to spend the extra and get better features elsewhere. (The nice beach-chairs pictured were broken the last time I visited.) 

Allow 20-25 min to walk to the school. 

$30 per room. 

BELIZE CITY
Diocesan Guest House: Accommodations can be arranged at the Diocesan Guest House in Belize City at $25US per person per night.  Many groups choose to spend either their first or last night at the Guest House in order to attend Cathedral services on Sunday or to have recreational opportunities, as all land-based tours are much cheaper from Belize City –  e.g. the Zoo, Old Belize, Altun Ha, cave tubing, etc.  If you spend the first night in Belize City, you can either fly to San Pedro from Municipal Airport or take the water taxi. 
Honest opinion: While having groups stay at the guest house is an important way of raising funds for the Diocese, the quality of accommodation can be variable and groups sometimes report items as broken. Be prepared to use your own towels. You’ll be clean and safe, but may well have wished you booked at the Mopan Hotel across the road – it’s the same price and has air-conditioning. 

No Belize City hotels support the school, so I’d suggest Trip Advisor for some good reviews. Let me know where you tried and if you liked it. 
